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From the Director

The University of Florida’s Center for the Study of Race and Race Relations (CSRRR) is pleased to 

present, On Point: A Curriculum Guide. We have designed this as a resource tool to support race-based 

curriculum development. For this, our first On Point, we focus on Hurricane Katrina. The Hurricane 

and its aftermath raise a broad range of issues—legal, social, economic, health, political, racial, and 

regional. Much has been written about Katrina and this guide is intended to be representative rather 

than comprehensive. With the able guidance of Professor Wendy Brown Scott, we have included 

approximately 150 references, including books, law reviews, social science, health and public policy 

articles, websites, and documentary films. 

We hope you find this publication to be a useful resource. Please join us in our work. 

Katheryn Russell-Brown 

Professor of Law and Director, 

Center for the Study of Race and Race Relations

Wendy Brown Scott, Professor of Law, North Carolina Central University (NCCU) School of Law

Wendy Brown Scott received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Harvard University and her Juris Doctor 

from New York University. She joined the NCCU School of Law faculty in 2006 after 17 years on the 

Tulane Law School faculty where she served two years as Vice Dean for Academic Affairs. She is a 

national expert on race law and constitutional law and theory. 

Scott joined the Tulane faculty after a successful career in labor law and public interest civil rights 

advocacy. From 1980 to 1984, she served as a Staff Attorney at the Legal Action Center of the City 

of New York. The Center represents former substance abusers and ex-offenders in employment and 

licensing discrimination cases, employers and unions on numerous work place issues. She also worked 

as an Associate at Vladeck, Waldman, Elias & Engelhard, a union labor and plaintiff employment 

discrimination law firm in New York City. Prior to joining the Tulane faculty, Professor Scott served 

as the Associate Counsel for the Center for Law and Social Justice from 1986 to 1989, a community 

law office and research center in Brooklyn, New York. In that position, she directed all litigation and 

supervised the preparation of research studies on racial violence, redlining and Charter revision in New 

York City, while also teaching as an Adjunct Professor at Hunter College, Brooklyn and CUNY Law 

Schools. Professor Scott has published articles in several professional journals including the Harvard 

Law Review, Emory Law Journal, University of Tennessee Law Review, Tulane Law Review, Howard 

Law Journal, Villanova Law Review and Wake Forest Law Review. Her work on the desegregation of 

public colleges and universities has been widely cited. 



Center for the Study of Race and Race Relations �

Books
Bates, K. A., & Swan, R. S. (2007). Through the Eye of Katrina: Social Justice in the United States. 

Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press.

Birkland, T. A. (2006). Lessons of Disaster: Policy Change after Catastrophic Events. Washington, DC: 
Georgetown University Press.

Brinkley, D. (2006). The Great Deluge: Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans, and the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 
New York: William Morrow.

Brown Childs, J. (ed.). (2005). Hurricane Katrina: Responses and Responsibilities. Santa Cruz, CA: 
Pacific View Press.

Brunsma, D. L., Overfelt, D., & Picou, S. (2007). Sociology of Katrina: Perspectives on a Modern 
Catastrophe. New York: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.

Cockburn, A., & St Clair, J. (2006). High Water Everywhere: New Orleans and the Shame of America. 
New York: Verso.

Cooper, C., & Block, R. (2006). Disaster: Hurricane Katrina and the Failure of Homeland Security.  
New York: Macmillan.

Daniels, R. J., Kettl, D. J., & Kunreuther, H. (eds.) (2006). On Risk and Disaster: Lessons from Hurricane 
Katrina. Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Dyson, M. E. (2006). Come Hell or High Water: Hurricane Katrina and The Color Of Disaster.  
New York: Basic Civitas Books.

Farber, D. A., & Chen, J. (2006). Disasters and the Law: Katrina and Beyond. New York: Aspen.

Giroux, H. A. (2006). Stormy Weather: Katrina & the Politics of Disposability. Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers.

Gunter, V. J., & Kroll-Smith, S. (2006). Volatile Places: A Sociology of Communities and Environmental 
Controversies. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Hartman, C., & Squires, G. (eds.). (2006). There Is No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster: Race, Class and 
Hurricane Katrina. New York: Routledge.

Horner, J. (2006). Breach of Faith: Hurricane Katrina and the Near Death of a Great American City. New 
York: Random House.

Mann, E. (2006). Katrina’s Legacy: White Racism and Black Reconstruction in New Orleans and the Gulf 
Coast. Los Angeles, CA: Frontlines Press.
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U.S. Government (2005). 2005 Complete Guide to the Hurricane Katrina Disaster: Federal Reports, 

Government Response, Science Reports, Devastation to Louisiana, New Orleans, Mississippi, Alabama. 
(DVD book) Progressive Management.

Reed, B. (ed.). (2006). Unnatural Disaster: The Nation on Hurricane Katrina. New York: Nation Books.

Ridgeway, J., & Casella, J. (2006). Bad Luck and Trouble: The Making of the Great Flood of 2005. St. Paul, 
MN: Seven Stories Press.

South End Press Collective. (2007). What Lies Beneath: Katrina, Race, and the State of the Nation. South 
End Press.

Tidwell, M. (2006). The Ravaging Tide: Strange Weather, Future Katrinas and the Coming Death of 
America’s Coastal Cities. New York: Free Press.

Troutt, D. (2006). After The Storm: Black Intellectuals Explore the Meaning of Hurricane Katrina.  
New York: The New Press.

Woods, C. (2007). Development Arrested: From the Plantation Era to the Katrina Crisis in the Mississippi 
Delta. New York: Verso.

Law Review Articles 
Bergin, K. Witness. (2006). Thurgood Marshall Law Review, 31: 531. 

Bohacek, E.E. (2006). A Disastrous Effect: Hurricane Katrina’s Impact on Louisiana Landlord-Tenant 
Law and the Need for Legislative and Judicial Action. Loyola Law Review, 52: 877. 

Edwards, G.E. (2006). International Human Rights Law Violations Before, During, and After 
Hurricane Katrina: An International Law Framework for Analysis. Thurgood Marshall Law 
Review, 31: 353. 

Ellard, P. (2007). Learning From Katrina: Emphasizing the Right to a Speedy Trial to Protect 
Constitutional Guarantees in Disasters. American Criminal Law Review, 44: 1207.

Garret, B.L., & Tetlow, T. (2006). Criminal Justice Collapse: The Constitution After Hurricane Katrina. 
Duke Law Journal, 56: 127.

Hall, D. (2007). Katrina: Spiritual Medicine for Political Complacency and For Social Activists Who Are 
Sleepwalking. Harvard Blackletter Law Journal, 23: 1. 

Hanson, J., & Hanson, K. (2006). The Blame Frame: Justifying (Racial) Injustice in America. Harvard. 
Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review, 41: 413.

Hooks, J. P., & Miller, T. B. (2006). The Continuing Storm: How Disaster Recovery Excludes Those Most 
in Need. California Western Law Review, 43: 21. 

Iniss, L. B. (2007). A Domestic Right of Return? Race, Rights, and Residency in New Orleans in the 
Aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Boston College Third World Law Journal, 27: 325.

Jackson, F. J. (2006). A Streetcar Named Negligence in a City Called New Orleans—A Duty Owed, A 
Duty Breached, A Sovereign Shield. Thurgood Marshall Law Review, 31: 557. 

Nava, B. G. (2006). Hurricane Katrina: The Duties and Responsibilities of an Attorney in the Wake of a 
Natural Disaster. St. Mary’s Law Journal, 37: 1153.

Quigley, W. P. (2007). Thirteen Ways of Looking at Katrina: Human and Civil Rights Left Behind Again. 
Tulane Law Review, 81: 955.
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Samek, J. M. (2007). The federal response to hurricane Katrina: A case for repeal of the posse comitatus 
act or a case for learning the law? University of Miami Law Review, 61(2), 441-465. 

Stein, D. M. (2006). Flood of Litigation: Theories of Liability of Government Liability of Government 
Entities for Damages Resulting From Levee Breaches. Loyola Law Review, 52: 35.

Tomlinson, S. A. (2006). No New Orleanians Left Behind: An Examination of the Disparate Impact of 
Hurricane Katrina on Minorities. Connecticut Law Review, 38: 1153.

Tuberville, S. (2006). From New Orleans’s Flooded Streets: Lawyers Who Made a Difference. Fall 
Human Rights, 33: 17.

Washington, D. A. (2007). Hurricane Katrina and Collective Identity: Seeing Through a ‘Her-Storical’ 
Lens.” Nova Law Review, 31: 325.

Winston, P., Golden, O., Finegold, K., Reuben, K., Turner, M. A., & Zuckerman, S. (2007). Federalism 
after Hurricane Katrina: How Can Social Programs Respond to a Major Disaster? Tulane Law 
Review, 81: 1219.

Documentary Films
Atly, E. (2006). Left to Die: Causeway Concentration Camp. Video Viva.

Bills, J. (2006). Refuge of Last Resort - The True Hurricane Katrina Story. Anthem Pictures. (available 
through Amazon)

CustomFlix (2006). Hell and High Water. (available through Amazon)

Lee, S. (2006). When the Levees Broke: A Requiem In Four Acts. HBO Home Video. (available  
through Amazon)

National Geographic Channel. (2006) Inside Hurricane Katrina: A Comprehensive Analysis of the 
Disaster Caused by Nature’s Fury. Warner Home Video. (available through Amazon)

Pearce, J. (2006). Katrina Diary - A First-Hand Journey through Hurricane Katrina. RedWireFilms. 
(available through Amazon)

Audio CD
Glass, I. (2005). This American Life: After The Flood (Episode 296: Aired September 9, 2005). Available 

online: http://www.thislife.org/Radio_Episode.aspx?episode=296. Chicago Public Radio.

Social Science, Health & Public Policy Articles
Adams, G., O’Brien, L. T., & Nelson, J. C. (2006). Perceptions of racism in hurricane Katrina: A 

liberation psychology analysis. Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy, 6(1), 215-235. 

Atkins, D., & Moy, E. M. (2005). Left behind: The legacy of hurricane Katrina. British Medical Journal, 
331(7522), 916-918. 

Baade, R. A., Baumann, R., & Matheson, V. (2007). Estimating the economic impact of natural and 
social disasters, with an application to hurricane Katrina. Urban Studies, 44(11), 2061-2076. 

Bea, K., Halchin, E., Hogue, H., Kaiser, F., Love, N., McCarthy, F. X. (2006). Federal emergency 
management policy changes after hurricane Katrina: A summary of statutory provisions. Federation of 
American Scientists. http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/RL33729.pdf

Belle, D. (2006). Contested interpretations of economic inequality following hurricane Katrina. 
Analyses of Social Issues and Public Policy, 6(1), 143-158. 
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Social Science, Health & Public Policy Articles, cont’d
Blinn-Pike, L., Phillips, B., & Reeves, P. (2006). Shelter life after hurricane Katrina: A visual analysis of 

evacuee perspectives. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters, 24(3), 303-330. 

Chua, A. Y. K., Kaynak, S., & Foo, S. S. B. (2007). An analysis of the delayed response to hurricane 
Katrina through the lens of knowledge management. Journal of the American Society for Information 
Science and Technology, 58(3), 391-403. 

Cordasco, K. M., Eisenman, D. P., Glik, D. C., Golden, J. F., & Asch, S. M. (2007). “They blew the levee”: 
Distrust of authorities among hurricane Katrina evacuees. Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 
Underserved, 18(2), 277-282. 

Cossman, R. E., Harpole, S. H., & Scanes, C. G. (2007). Lessons for researchers and funding agencies 
from hurricane Katrina: A research note from Mississippi. Sociological Spectrum, 27(6), 781-787. 

Cox, W. (2006). Emergency evacuation report card 2006: 25 urban areas could face greater challenges 
than New Orleans experienced after hurricane Katrina. http://www.highways.org/pdfs/evacuation_
report_card2006.pdf

Danziger, S., & Danziger, S. K. (2006). Poverty, race, and antipoverty policy before and after hurricane 
Katrina. Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on Race, 3(1), 23-36. 

Dawkins, M. A. (2006). A rhetorical response to hurricane Katrina. Space and Culture, 9(1), 12-13. 

DeSalvo, K. B., Hyre, A. D., Ompad, D. C., Menke, A., Tynes, L. L., & Munter, P. (2007). Symptoms of 
posttraumatic stress disorder in a New Orleans workforce following hurricane Katrina. Journal of 
Urban Health: Bulletin of the New York Academy of Medicine, 84(2), 142-152. 

Dolfman, M. L., Wasser, S. F., & Bergman, B. (2007). The effects of hurricane Katrina on the New 
Orleans economy. Monthly Labor Review, 130(6), 3-18. 

Elder, K., Xirasagar, S., Miller, N., Bowen, S. A., Glover, S., & Piper, C. (2007). African Americans’ 
decisions not to evacuate New Orleans before hurricane Katrina: A qualitative study. American 
Journal of Public Health, 97 (Supplement 1), S124-S129. 

Elliott, J. R., & Pais, J. (2006). Race, class, and hurricane Katrina: Social differences in human responses 
to disaster. Social Science Research, 35(2), 295-321. 

Erikson, K. and Peek, L. (2008). Hurricane Katrina Research Bibliography. Social Science Research 
Council. Task Force on Katrina and Rebuilding the Gulf Coast. Available online: http://
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Etheridge, R. Bearing witness: Assumptions, realities, and the otherizing of Katrina. American 
Anthropologist, 108(4), 799-813.

Falk, W. W., Hunt, M. O., & Hunt, L. L. (2006). Hurricane Katrina and New Orleanians’ sense of place: 
Return and reconstitution or “Gone with the Wind”? Du Bois Review: Social Science Research on 
Race, 3(1), 115-128. 

Faux, W. V.,II, & Kim, H. (2006). Visual representation of the victims of hurricane Katrina: A dialectical 
approach to content analysis and discourse. Space and Culture, 9(1), 55-59. 

Forman, T. A., & Lewis, A. E. (2006). Racial apathy and hurricane Katrina: The social anatomy of 
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Frickel, S., & Vincent, M. B. (2007). Hurricane Katrina, contamination, and the unintended 
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American Studies, 10(4), 55-74. 
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Hassette, W. L., & Handley, D. M. (2006). Hurricane Katrina: Mississippi’s response. Public Works 
Management & Policy, 10(4), 295-305. 
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Rhoads, J., Mitchell, F. A., & Rick, S. (2006). Posttraumatic stress disorder after hurricane Katrina. 
Journal for Nurse Practitioners, 2(1), 18-26. 
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CNN – Hurricane Katrina Two Years Later: 
http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2007/news/katrina/
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U.S. Department of Health & Human Services – Disasters and Emergencies: 
http://www.hhs.gov/disasters/emergency/naturaldisasters/hurricanes/katrina/index.html

The White House: Rebuilding the Gulf Coast Regions: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/katrina/



Mission Statement 
The CSRRR is committed to de-stigmatizing race in America. With the objective of fostering communities 
of dialogue, the Center embraces historically and empirically based thinking, talking, teaching, and writing 
on race. To this end, the Center creates and supports programs designed to enhance race-related curriculum 
development for faculty, staff and students in collegiate and professional schools. Of the five U.S. law schools 
with race centers, the CSRRR is uniquely focused on curriculum development.

Vision
The Center for the Study of Race and Race Relations (CSRRR) is an academic research and resource center. 
The Center’s mission will be met through the work of various groups engaged in a wide range of activities. This 
work includes: 

•	Producing, supporting, and highlighting race-related scholarship within and beyond the UF community 

•	Gathering, analyzing, and sharing historical and contemporary knowledge about race and race relations 

•	Developing and supporting—through teaching, research, writing, and workshops—race-related curricula 
for collegiate and professional schools 

•	Fostering non-stigmatizing ways of discussing issues of race and ethnicity, including African Americans, 
Latino/as, American Indians, Asian Americans, and Whites. 

Invitation
Please join us in our efforts to identify and address the many difficult but important race-related issues.  
We look forward to working with you. We welcome your questions and comments at csrrr@law.ufl.edu.


