
Paniagua, Franklin (CEDARENA); Castro, Rolando (CEDARENA; Schramski, Sam (University 
of Florida); Ankersen, Thomas (University of Florida); Hamann, Richard (University of Florida) 

A WILD AND SCENIC RIVER PROGRAM FOR COSTA RICA: DRAFT LANGUAGE 
INCLUDED IN THE CITIZEN’S WATER LAW POPULAR INITIATIVE PROCESS AS 
SUBMITTED TO THE  NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, SEPTEMBER, 2009 

Introduced as a reform to Article 33 of the Costa Rica Biodiversity Law  
 
ARTICULO ______ .  Rios Pristinos y Escénicos.  Se crea la categoria de Rio Pristino y  
Escenico como  una area protegida, bajo la administración del MINAET.    Se designará  con 
esta categoria a los ríos o segmentos de ríos que por sus sobresalientes calidades ecológicas, 
escénicas o recreativas requieran una protección especial.  El MINAET deberá reglamentar las 
condiciones y el procedimiento necesarios para la designación de ríos bajo esta categoria.  La 
reglamentación deberá permitir la iniciativa ciudadana para la designación de ríos pristinos y 
escénicos 
 
ARTICULO _______. Wild and Scenic Rivers.  There is created the category of Wild and 
Scenic River as a protected area, under the administration of MINAET. There will be designated 
with this category the rivers or segments of rivers that because of their outstanding ecological, 
scenic and recreational qualities warrant special protection.  MINAET will develop regulations 
to establish the conditions and procedures necessary to designate rivers under this category.  The 
regulations must permit the designation of wild and scenic rivers by citizen initiative. 
  
 
 
 


