
 CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
 NANCY E. DOWD 
 David H. Levin Chair in Family Law         
 University of Florida Levin College of Law 
 Gainesville, Florida 32611 
 352-392-2236 
 
Academic Employment 
 
2009-present    David H. Levin Chair in Family Law and Director, Center on Children & Families 
 
2007-2008        Interim Director, Center on Children and Families 
 
2004-present      Co-Director, Center on Children and Families 
 
2007                Faculty, London Law Consortium 
 
2001-2004 Associate Director, Center on Children and the Law, University of Florida 
 
2002 Faculty, University of Montpellier, Montpellier, France, summer program of the University of Florida, 

Course on comparative labor law 
 
2001                   Faculty,  Magdalen College, Oxford University, program of the University of San Diego School of 
              Law, Institute of Comparative Law, course on Comparative Civil Liberties, summer 2001 
 
2001                   Visiting Professor, Northeastern University School of Law 
 
2000-present       Chesterfield Smith Professorship 
 
1999-2001          University of Florida Research Foundation Professorship 
 
1998-2000           Trustee Research Fellow, University of Florida College of Law 

 
1990                      Professor,  University of Florida College of Law  
 
1996  Visiting Professor, University of Western Australia and Murdoch University  

Visiting Professor, University of Auckland 
 
1989-1990            Visiting Associate Professor, University of Florida College of Law 
 
1987-1988 Research grant, Rockefeller Foundation, Program to Explore the Long-Term Implications of       

Changing Gender Roles; Project -"The Work-Family Conflict:  Restructuring the Workplace"  
 
1986-1990   Associate Professor, Suffolk University Law School          
 
1984-1986  Assistant Professor,  Suffolk University Law School 

 
 
Teaching areas: Constitutional Law, Contracts,  Employment Discrimination, Family Law, Gender and the Law,  
Feminist Jurisprudence, Seminar on Defining "Family," Work and Family Policy Seminar, Domestic Violence Seminar, 
Advanced Feminist Jurisprudence Seminar 
 
Other Employment 
 



1982-1984 Attorney, Choate, Hall & Stewart 
Boston, Massachusetts (practice concentrated in labor law) 

 
1981-1982 Law clerk, Judge Robert A. Sprecher 

United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit 
 

1981-1982 Lecturer, legal writing (parttime), Loyola University of Chicago School    
   of Law, Chicago, Illinois 

  
Summer 1981 Summer associate, Choate, Hall & Stewart 

Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Summer 1980,  Summer associate, Sidley & Austin (parttime, academic year 1980-81) 
1980-81  Chicago, Illinois 
 
Summer 1979, Research assistant, Professor Norman C. Amaker, Loyola University 
1979-80  of Chicago School of Law 
 
 
 
Education 
 
1981  J.D., Loyola University of Chicago School of Law, Chicago, Illinois 
 

Honors and activities:  graduated first in class, cum laude;  editor-    
  in-chief, Loyola University of Chicago Law Journal, 1980-81; staff 

member, Law Journal, 1979-80; Corpus Juris Secondum Award for 
Overall Scholarship 1981; LoyolaUniversity of Chicago Founder's Day 
Award, 1980; Women's Bar Association of Illinois Foundation 
Scholarship, 1980; tuition scholarship 1978, 1979, 1980;      

  Teaching assistant, Moot Court program, 1980; American      
  Jurisprudence Award, negotiable instruments, 1980 
 
1975  University of Illinois, all work other than thesis completed for Ph.D. in Chinese history 
 

Honors:  National Defense Foreign Language Fellowship 1971-72, 1972-   
   73; teaching assistant (Asian history) 1973-74, 1974-75; Babcock    
   Fellowship 1976-77 
 
1973  M.A., University of Illinois (Chinese history)   
 
1971  B.A., University of Connecticut  (History/English) 
 

Honors:  graduated with highest honors; University Scholar; Phi    
   Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, Mortar Board, Alpha Lambda Delta 
 
 
 
Publications 
 
Books: 
 
The Man Question:  Men, Subordination and Privilege (forthcoming NYU Press 2010) 
 
 



Handbook:  Children, Culture and Violence (Nancy Dowd, Dorothy Singer, and Robin Fretwell Wilson, eds.)(Sage 
Publications 2006) 
 
Feminist Legal Theory:  An Anti-Essentialist Reader (Nancy Dowd and Michelle Jacobs, eds.)(New York University 
Press 2003) 
 
Redefining Fatherhood  (New York University Press, 2000) 
 
In Defense of Single Parent Families (New York University Press, 1997) 
 
Articles/Chapters: 
 
Family:  Legal and Public Policy Perspectives in The Chicago Companion to the Child ( University of Chicago Press 
2009) 
 
 
Boys, Masculinities and Juvenile Justice, Korean L. J. (2008) 
 
Masculinities and Feminist Legal Theory, 23 Wis. J. of Law, Gender & Society 201 (2008) 
 
Multiple Parents/Multiple Fathers, 9 Journal of Law and Family Studies 231 (2007) 
 
Parentage at Birth:  Birthfathers and Social Fatherhood, 14 William and Mary Bill of Rights Journal 909(2006) 
 
Fathers and the Supreme Court:  Founding Fathers and Nurturing Fathers, 54 Emory Law Journal 1271 (2005)  
 
“Redefining Fatherhood:  From Genes and Dollars to Nurture,”  in  Genetic Ties and the Family:  The Impact of 
Paternity Testing on Parents and Children (Mark A. Rothstein, Thomas H. Murray, Gregory E. Kaebnick, and 
Mary Anderlik Majumder, eds.) (Johns Hopkins University Press 2005). 
 
“Bringing the Margin to the Center:  Comprehensive Strategies for Work/Family Policies,”  ----- U.Cinn. L. Rev. ---- 
(forthcoming 2005)(symposium issue, Women’s Work is Never Done)NEED CITE 
 
“Race, Gender, and Work/Family Conflict,” for symposium issue on the FMLA, Journal of Law & Policy, Washington 
University School of Law (2004) 
 
"Diversity Matters:  Race, Gender and Ethnicity in Legal Education," (with Kenneth Nunn and Jane Pendergast), --- 
University of Florida Journal of Law and Public Policy --- (2004) 
 
"A New Vision for Work and Family:  Review of Sandra Berns, Women Going Backwards:  Law and Change in a 
Fa;mily Unfriendly Society, Griffith Law Review (2003)  
 
"Law, Culture, and Family:  The Transformative Power of Culture and the Limits of Law," 78 Chicago-Kent L. Rev. 
101(2003)(symposium issue on law and culture) 
 
"Single Parent Adoption," in Naomi Cahn and Joan Hollinger, eds.,  Adoption Reader ( New York University Press 
2004) 
 
'From Genes, Marriage and Money to Nurture:  Redefining Fatherhood,'15 Cardozo Women’s L.J. 133 (2003) 
 
2001 Annual Survey of Family Law: United States for the Journal of the International Society of Family Law (2002) 
(Focus on Troxel v Granville) 
 
"Gender and Law," essay in Oxford University Press Companion to American Law (2002)  
 
Symposium:  Unbending Gender:  Why Family and Work Conflict and What to Do About It; Panel:  Who's Minding 



the Baby?  Remarks.  49 A. U. L. Rev. 987 (2000) 
 
Resisting Essentialism and Hierarchy: A Critique of Work/Family Policies for Women Lawyers, 16 Harvard Blackletter 
L.J. 185 (2000) 
 
Women=s, Men=s and Children=s Equalities: Some Reflections and Uncertainties, 6 Southern California Review of Law 
and Women=s Studies 587 (1997)(symposium issue, Taxing Women: Thoughts on a Gendered Economy) 
 
Equality and Families, 1 Yearbook of New Zealand Jurisprudence 81 (1997) 
 
Rethinking Fatherhood, 48 Fla. L. Rev. 523 (1996). 
 
The Double Double Bind:  The Interlocking Equality Paradigms of Family and Work Law, in Women, Children and 
Poverty, edited by Martha Fineman and Twila Perry, Routledge ( Routledge, 1997) 
 
Edited versions of "A Feminist Analysis of Adoption" (1994) and "Work and Family:  Gender Paradox and the 
Limitations of Discrimination Analysis in Restructuring the Workplace" (1989), in Applications of Feminist Legal 
Theory to Women=s Lives, edited by D. Kelly Weisberg (Temple University Press,  1996) 
 
Stigmatizing Single Parents, 18 Harvard Women's Law Journal 19 (1995). 
 
A Feminist Analysis of Adoption.  Review of Elizabeth Bartholet, Family Bonds:  Adoption and the Politics of Parenting 
(1993), 107 Harv. L. Rev. 913 (1994) 
 
Book Review, Family Law and Gender Bias:  Comparative Perspectives (Barbara Stark, ed. 1992), 28 Family Law 
Quarterly 153 (1994). 
 
Family Values and Valuing Family:  A Blueprint for Family Leave, 30 Harv. J. on Legis. 335 (1993) 
 
Liberty  vs. Equality:  In Defense of Privileged White Males, Book Review of Richard Epstein, Forbidden Grounds:  The 
Case Against Employment Discrimination Laws (1992), 34 Wm. & Mary L. Rev. 429 (1993) 
  
Work and Family:  Restructuring the Workplace, 32 Ariz. L. Rev. 1 (1990) 
 
Envisioning Work and Family:  A Critical Perspective on International Models,  26 Harv. J. on Legislation 311 (1989) 
(symposium issue on legislative approaches to work-family issues) 
 
Work and Family:  Gender Paradox and the Limitations of Discrimination Analysis in Restructuring the Workplace, 24 
Harv. Civ. Rts.-Civ. Lib. L. Rev. 79 (1989). 
 
The Metamorphosis of Comparable Worth, 20 Suffolk Univ. L. Rev. 833 (1986) 
 
Maternity Leave:  Taking Sex Differences Into Account, 54 Fordham L. Rev. 699 (1986) 
 
The Test of Employee Status:  Economic Realities and Title VII, 26 Wm. & Mary L. Rev. 75 (1984) 
 
Labor Law:  Bargaining and Contract Administration, and Labor Law:  Campaigns and Elections (co-author with Joseph 
E. O'Leary in Topics in Health Care Financing (Aspen 1984) 
 
Bakke and Weber:  The Concept of Societal Discrimination, 11 Loy.Chi.L.J. 297 (1980) 
 
 
 
 
 



Work in Progress 
 
 
ARace as a Feminist Issue@  
 
 
Awards 
 
Professional Excellence Program Award, 1999 
Law Association for Women, Clara Gehan Award for the Advancement of Women=s Issues, 1998 
Teaching Improvement Program Award (university-wide), 1994 
Teacher of the Year, College of Law, 1990-91 
Law Association for Women, Clara Gehan Award for the Advancement of Women's Issues, 1994  
 
 
Grants  
University of Florida Research Foundation 1999-2002 
Faculty Research Appointment, summer 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001 
Fund for Labor Relations Studies, summer l988 
Rockefeller Foundation, 1987-88 
Faculty Summer Research Stipend, summer l985. 
 
 
 
Other Activities 
 
-chair and commentator, panel on children, culture and violence, Portsmouth, NH July 2006  
 
-invited presentation on innovations in teaching family law, AALS conference on Innovative Law Teaching, Vancouver, 
B.C. June 2006  
 
-CCF conference on multidisciplinary approaches to teaching family law, April 2006, co-organizer (forthcoming) 
 
-presentations on supporting nurturing fathers and implementing multiple parenthood/multiple fathers, University of 
Oregon, family law conference, March 2006 (forthcoming) 
 
-presentation on fathers, parentage symposium, William and Mary College of Law, September 2005 
 
-CCF local conference and advisory board meeting on multidisciplinary challenges to teaching family law, University of 
Florida, March 2005 
 
-presentation on fathers and constitutional doctrine, Thrower Symposium, Emory Law School, Future Trends in Family 
Law, January 2005 
 
-presentation, AALS/ABA Workshop, Taking Stock:  Women of All Colors in Law School, June 16, 2003, presentation 
on gender, race, and ethnicity survey at the University of Florida 
 
-moderator, panel, CCL second annual conference, Children and Violence, March 2003 
 
-"Single Parent Adoption:  Challenges and Opportunities," Race, Gender and Class Project, University of North Carolina 
School of Law, Annual Conference, Adoption, March 2003 
 
-member, Genetic Ties Project (multiyear, multidisciplinary project on paternity and DNA testing), 2001-present 
 
-AALS, Section on Women in Legal Education, panel, New Orleans, January 2001 



 
- co-organizer and plenary speaker, 1st annual conference, Center for Children and the Law, University of Florida, 
December 2001 
 
-speaker, New England Association of Law Librarians Annual Conference, March 30,  2001, panel on Women in the 
Law, New England School of Law, Boston,  
 
Bpanel speaker and moderator, Philadelphia Bar Association and University of Pennsylvania, conference on Family Law 
2000, November 17, 2000,  panel on Changing Family Forms 
 
Bfaculty enrichment speaker, Marquette University School of Law, November 10, 2000 
 
BMultidisciplinary Program in Families and Children, Initial Task Force, September 2000 
 
BInternational Society for Family Law, World Congress, Brisbane, Australia, presenter on panel focusing on fathers and 
fatherhood, paper on redefining fatherhood 
 
BLaw and Society Association Annual Meeting, May 2000, Miami Beach, book round on Redefining Fatherhood and 
panel presentation on law and social policy, focusing on fatherhood 
 
Bmember, Work and Family Subcommittee of the Committee W on the Status of Women in the Academic Profession 
(Committee W) of the American Association of University Professors (AAUP), August 1999-2001, draft and acceptance 
of revisions on work/family policies for academics, accepted by AAUP 2001 
 
Binvited presenter, Women and the Legal Profession, Suffolk University Law School, April 2000, paper on work and 
family in the legal profession 
 
BAALS, Annual Meeting, January 2000, Family Law Section, presenter, program on Redefining Fatherhood 
 
BAmerican University, November 19, 1999, Symposium, Unbending Gender: Why Family and Work Conflict and What 
to Do About It, presenter on panel, Who=s Minding the Baby? 
 
--Law and Society, annual convention, Chicago, May 1999, presenter on panel, Violence and Masculinity, presentation 
on Fatherhood and Violence 
 
--invited participant, conference on family issues for the next millenium, University of Houston, April 1999, one of six 
keynote speakers, to speak on single parent families and on fathers 
 
--invited participant, AALS 1999 annual meeting, special one day conference of the Labor Law Section, panel on work 
and family issues 
 
--invited participant, November 1998, conference sponsored by Villanova Law School on Work and Family issues, in 
honor of Professor Mary Jo Frug, panel presentation on redefining fatherhood 
 
--presenter, Association of Faculty Women, September 1998, day-long program for women faculty, panel on work and 
family issues, presentation on single parent families  
 
--invited speaker, Governor=s Conference on Responsible Fatherhood, summer 1998, Orlando, Florida 
 
--presenter, annual conference, Law and Society Association, Aspen, Colorado, June 1998, panel on nontraditional 
families and panel on feminism, men and masculinity 
 
--keynote address, AWork and Family Inequalities,@ conference on work and family policy, Worker=s Rights Project, 
University of North Carolina, February 1998 
 



--planning group, Center for Race and Race Relations, 1996-present; first symposium held February 1998 at the 
University of Florida College of Law, moderator and faciliator of panel 
 
--presenter, Section on Women in Legal Education, AALS annual conference, January 1998, program on Women 
Lawyers, presentation on work/family conflict 
 
--presentation on single parent families, Critical Race Theory, 10th Annual Conference, Yale University, November 1997 
 
--invited participant, Governor=s Task Force on Domestic Violence, conference of Florida law schools to explore 
teaching about domestic violence in legal education, Tallahassee, Florida, September, 1997 
 
--invited presentation, International Society of Family Law, world conference, Durban, South Africa, on single parent 
families and reconceptualizing fatherhood 
 
--faculty seminar, single parent families, Florida State University School of Law, fall 1996 
 
--lecture, Interdisciplinary Women=s Studies course, University of Florida, fall 1996 
 
--Parsons Scholar, University of Sydney, June 1996 
 
--faculty seminar, University of Western Australia, gender bias in American legal education, May 1996 
 
--faculty seminar, Waikato University, Hamilton, NZ, the equality double double bind, March 1996 
 
--faculty seminar, Auckland University, NZ, Single parent families, March 1996 
 
--talk, Human Rights Department, NZ, Recent developments in American discrimination law, March 1996 
 
--lecture, Auckland Family Courts Association, Selected family law topics, February 1996 
 
--talk, Auckland Women=s Bar Association, Gender Bias in American Legal Education, February 1996 
 
--interview, on the implications of the Baby Emily Florida adoption case, on As It Happens, The Voices of the World, 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, July 24, 1995 
 
--paper presented, "Stigmatizing Single Parents," Feminism and Legal Theory Workshop, on Women, Children and 
Poverty, Columbia University School of Law, June 1995  
 
--invited participant, Olin Foundation conference on family law, University of Virgina School of Law, March 1995 
 
--member of Advisory Board, University Center for Excellence in Teaching, University of Florida, 1995- 
 
--paper on adoption presented at the 8th World Conference of the International Society of Family Law, Cardiff, June 
1994; chair of panel on adoption for Law and Society Association annual meeting, Phoenix, Arizona, June 1994   
 
--papers on adoption and work/family policy presented at Suffolk University Law School, Boston, Massachusetts, 
program on law and feminism, April 1994 
 
--University Athletic Association Board, 1993-1995 
 
--faculty enrichment seminar on family leave, September 14, 1993 
 
--television interview/panel on family leave, CNN, Atlanta, Georgia, August 5, 1993 
 
--radio interview KQX/Los Angeles on family leave, August 5, 1993 



 
--radio interview, Christian Science Monitor network, on family leave, August 3, 1993 
 
--paper presented, Law and Society Association, Chicago, Illinois, May 1993 
 
--paper presented, International Society of Family Law, North American Conference, Jackson Hole, Wyoming, May 
1993  
 
--member of planning committee, National Health Forum on Family Violence, organized by Center for Governmental 
Responsibility ( Feburary 1994) 
 
--member of planning group, International Institute for Gender Studies, University of Florida 
  
--paper presented, Women's Studies symposium, University of Florida, fall 1992 
 
--paper presented, conference on critical legal theory, Boston, Massachusetts, spring 1992 
 
--paper presented, Law and Society Association Annual Convention, Berkeley, California, June 2, 1990 
 
--panel member, symposium on legal issues and feminist theory,  
University of Florida, sponsored by the Women's Studies Program, March 31, 1990 
 
--panel member, symposium on legislative approaches to work-family issues, Harvard Law School, cosponsored by 
Harvard Journal on Legislation and the Family Law Section, American Bar Association, February 18, 1989.  
 
--member of the editorial board of the Massachusetts Law Review, January 1989-July 1990 
 
--drafted legislation to establish family policy advisor and advisory committee to the governor, introduced Dec. 1988 
 
--steering committee member and co-coordinator, Family Policy Working Group spring 1988-present (interdisciplinary 
working group focusing on family policy at the state level)    
 
--consultant to Massachusetts Commission on Parenting Leave, fall 1986-present (assisted in drafting of proposed 
parental leave legislation) and Temporary Disability Leave Commission 
 
--moderator, panel on "Work and Family:  Balancing a Legal Career and a Family, " December 1988, Suffolk University 
Law School, Women's Law Caucus 
 
--presented two lectures on work and family policy at the University of Wisconsin Law School, spring 1988 
 
--presented lecture and paper on "The Right to Privacy," Employment Law program, Suffolk University Law School 
Center for Continuing Legal Education, May 1987 
--assisted in preparation of amicus brief for Massachusetts Civil Liberties Union concerning interpretation of state 
employment discrimination statute, Christo v. Boyle, fall 1986 
 
--presented lecture and paper on "The Problem of Comparable Worth," Public Sector Labor Law program, Suffolk 
University Law School Center for Continuing Legal Education, February 1986; revised version of the paper was 
published in the Advocate (1986) 
 
--assisted in organization and planning of symposium, "AIDS:  Defining the Legal Issues," co-sponsored by the Boston 
Bar Association and Suffolk University Law School Center for Continuing Professional Development, December 1985. 
 
 
 
 


