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Heritage of Leadership Induction
Honorees of the Heritage of Leadership
Recognition Society are preeminent graduates who
have assumed leadership positions on national and
international levels. They have improved
administration of justice and have received the
highest commendation for contributions to the
profession and service to education, civic, charitable
and cultural causes.

Honorees

Reubin O’D. Askew
Class of 1956

Roberta F. Fox
Class of 1967

S. Austin Peele
Class of 1963

Gov. Reubin O’D. Askew
As prosecuting attorney, state legislator, governor of Florida
for eight years, chairman of two federal commissions, and
ambassador and member of the president’s Cabinet, Reubin
O’Donovan Askew served at every level of American
government.
Askew graduated from UF Law in 1956 before entering the
military to serve in the US Air Force during the Korean War.
He was elected to the Florida House of Representatives in
1958 and served two terms before winning a seat in the Florida
Senate in 1962.
He served there until his election as Florida’s 37th governor, in
1970, where he advocated tax fairness, racial equality, managed
growth and ethical government. The Askew years have been
widely characterized as years of achievement, reform, and
successful transition for Florida and he is often referred to as
one of the 10 greatest American governors of the 20th
century.

1928 - 2014

Sen. Roberta F. Fox
A powerful advocate for gender equality, Roberta Fox
dedicated her career to fighting for equal protections of rights
for otherwise voiceless communities. She earned her bachelor
and JD degrees from UF and graduated as one of a handful of
women in her class. She entered the law field at a time when
women were not taken seriously, and despite being shunned
from a few law firms, she began working for Migrant Legal
Services, a period that spurred her career in public service.
She eventually opened the Law Offices of Gold & Fox P.A.
where she concentrated in the areas of personal injury and
employment, family law and civil rights. While practicing, she
ran for and won a seat in the Florida House, where she was
later re-elected twice. She was then elected to the Florida
Senate in 1982. Here, she was instrumental in passing the
Florida Equal Education Opportunity Act in 1984 and chaired
the Florida Committee on Health and Rehabilitative Services
during the mid-1980s.

1943 - 2009

S. Austin Peele
From a young age, Peele knew he wanted to study law and help
people tell their stories. He studied English at Wofford College
and then went on to receive his JD from UF in 1963. After
graduation, he joined Jopling & Darby, which later became Darby
& Peele. He practiced in the areas of real estate, land dispute and
matters dealing with property rights.
He remained a partner with the firm his entire career and was also
involved in the Florida law community. He was one of eight
members on the Designation Coordinated Committee that led to
the establishment of the Florida Board Certification Plan and
served on the board of governors for the Florida Bar. He was
also active in the UF Law community as a member of the Law
Center Association Board of Trustees.

1938 - 2011

Book Award Ceremony
Fall 2015

Honoring Book Award recipients
from Spring 2015 courses

Book Awards
The Book Award Program was created to honor academic
achievement, while providing important Annual fund
support for students, faculty and programs at the University
of Florida Levin College of Law. Book Awards recognize
the outstanding students in each course. Book Award
sponsorships provide funds for co-curricular student
organizations, student research assistantships, faculty
teaching and research, and academic programs and services.
Book Awards in Graduate Tax courses provide funds to
support the Graduate Tax Program.

