LAW 6798 (2 Credit Hours) - Advanced Legal Research 
Fall 2021 Syllabus
Instructor


                                          Class Schedule



Gail Mathapo  





  Thursday 10:00 am – 12:00 pm


175A Holland Hall (Legal Information Center) 
  Holland Hall 355D
(352) 273-0725
          

                            
gmathapo@law.ufl.edu
Office Hours

Thursdays: 3pm – 5pm 
Course website
Accessible through UF e-Learning (Canvas): https://ufl.instructure.com/courses/406131
Textbook 
J.D.S. Armstrong, et. al,  Where the Law Is: An Introduction to Advanced Legal Research (5th ed. 2018). 
Course Materials
You will need have a laptop/computer available for every class. You will also need to bring your Westlaw and Lexis passwords to class. 
Course Description
This course teaches strategies for cost-effective and time-efficient legal research. It covers electronic research sources in depth, with an emphasis on primary and secondary sources in federal and state jurisdictions. Advanced topics examined include legislative history, administrative law sources, and subject-specific legal research. This course supplements the first year Legal Research course.  

Course Objectives
The fundamental objective of this course is to expand on students’ legal research skills beyond the basic concepts taught in the first-year Legal Research course.  Each class session will include a lecture, guided demonstration, and exercises providing students an opportunity to practice research skills. In order to ensure that students acquire knowledge and understanding of the available sources for legal research, we will analyze the development, interaction, and organization of laws and legal sources in federal, state, and local jurisdictions and electronic formats.  Course assessment is explained in further detail below but, in 

general, will call upon students to apply techniques and resources discussed in class and 

assigned readings. 
Learning Outcomes
At the end of the course, students should be able to do the following: 

1.   Recognize the authority/authorities governing legal issue(s);
2.   Distinguish between the laws that are created by federal, state, and local systems of   

      government and understand the processes and the interrelationships among them;

3.   Identify and use the most effective secondary sources to obtain background information, gain 

      familiarity with terms of art, and to put primary sources in context;

4.   Evaluate the authenticity and reliability of online resources/information; 

5.   Recognize how to use research tools such as annotations, headnotes, and citators to produce 

      accurate research tasks and 
6.   Synthesize legal doctrine by examining statutes, cases, regulations, administrative decisions 

and local ordinances in order to show how courts should apply current authoritative and relevant case law.

Evaluation of Grades
The components of the final grade for the course are listed below:

	Components
	Total Points 
	Percentage 

	Final Exam
	400
	40%

	Midterm
	250
	25%

	Homework Assignments
	200
	25%

	Participation
	100
	10%

	Total 
	1000
	100%


Grading Policy
Per law school policy, this class will be graded on a curve. I do not apply the curve until the end of 

the semester, after you have completed and I have graded everything. Thus, the points you receive 

for each assignment is a raw score only.

The law school grading policy is available at https://www.law.ufl.edu/life-at-uf-law/office-of-student-affairs/current-students/uf-law-student-handbook-and-academic-policies. Students receive grade points according to the following scale:  

	Letter Grade
	Point Equivalent

	A (Excellent)
	4.0

	A-
	3.67

	B+
	3.33

	B
	3.0

	B-
	2.67

	C+
	2.33

	C (Satisfactory)
	2.0

	C-
	1.67

	D+
	1.33

	D (Poor)
	1.0

	D-
	0.67

	E (Failure)
	0.0 


Midterm

The midterm will test your ability to synthesize the research skills you learned and apply them to short hypothetical situations.  The midterm will become accessible at a time to be determined the weekend of - Friday, October 15 – 17, 2021.  You will have 4 hours to complete the exam once you have gained access.

Final Exam

The final exam is a short answer/open-ended exam (10-15 questions) that will test your ability to synthesize the research skills you learned and apply them to short hypothetical situations.  It will be graded anonymously on a curve.  The final exam will become accessible on a November date TBD. You will have a maximum of 8 hours to complete the exam once you have gained access.

Class Preparation 

ABA Standard 310 requires that students devote 120 minutes to out-of-class preparation for every “classroom hour” of in-class instruction. Accordingly, you will have assigned readings each week from various sources that will be posted on the course Canvas page.  Additionally, you should review the PowerPoints posted on the course Canvas page, watch and/or complete all of the assigned instructional videos.  It is anticipated that you will spend approximately four hours each week on reading, reviewing PowerPoints, watching videos, preparing for in-class exercises, and completing out-of-class assignments.   

Homework Assignments

Assignments will be posted on the course website (in the “Assignments” tab) after class.  The due date for each assignment is Noon, the Monday following class.  Late assignments will be graded at 50% the available points, unless prior permission has been received from the instructor for an excused exception.  Students must work individually on assignments, unless otherwise indicated.  
Participation
Participation points are determined by attendance, preparation for class, active participation in class and the overall effort to complete the weekly assignments, including contacting the instructor when encountering difficulties with the assignment. Participation points are also based on quality of contribution not quantity. 
Classroom Demeanor

Students are expected to arrive to class on time and behave in a manner that is respectful to the instructor and to fellow students. Opinions held by other students should be respected in discussion.  Please avoid the use of cell phones. Any unprofessional conduct and/or conduct that is in any way disrespectful to other students, disruptive, distracting or has a negative effect on the classroom atmosphere is prohibited. 

Preferred Name and Pronouns

It is important to the learning environment that you feel welcome and safe in this class; and that you are comfortable participating in class discussions and communicating with me on any issues related to the class.  If your preferred name is not the name listed on the official UF roll, please let me know as soon as possible by e-mail or otherwise.  I would like to acknowledge your preferred name, and pronouns that reflect your identity.  Please let me know how you would like to be addressed in class, if your name and pronouns are not reflected by your UF-rostered name. I welcome you to the class and look forward to a rewarding learning adventure together.

You may also change your “Display Name” in Canvas. Canvas uses the "Display Name" as set in myUFL.  The Display Name is what you want people to see in the UF Directory, such as "Ally" instead of "Allison."   To update your display name, go to one.uﬂ.edu, click on the dropdown at the top right, and select "Directory Proﬁle." Click "Edit" on the right of the name panel, uncheck "Use my legal name" under "Display Name," update how you wish your name to be displayed, and click "Submit" at the bottom.  This change may take up to 24 hours to appear in Canvas.   This does not change your legal name for ofﬁcial UF records
In - Class Recording
“Students are allowed to record video or audio of class lectures. However, the purposes for which these recordings may be used are strictly controlled.  The only allowable purposes are (1) for personal educational use, (2) in connection with a complaint to the university, or (3) as evidence in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding.  All other purposes are prohibited.  Specifically, students may not publish recorded lectures without the written consent of the instructor. 

A “class lecture” is an educational presentation intended to inform or teach enrolled students about a particular subject, including any instructor-led discussions that form part of the presentation, and delivered by any instructor hired or appointed by the University, or by a guest instructor, as part of a University of Florida course.  A class lecture does not include academic exercises involving solely student participation, assessments (in-class exercises, tests, exams), private conversations between students in the class or between a student and the faculty or lecturer during a class session. 

Publication without permission of the instructor is prohibited. To “publish” means to share, transmit, circulate, distribute, or provide access to a recording, regardless of format or medium, to another person (or persons), including but not limited to another student within the same class section. Additionally, a recording, or transcript of a recording, is considered published if it is posted on or uploaded to, in whole or in part, any media platform, including but not limited to social media, book, magazine, newspaper, leaflet, or third-party note/tutoring services. A student who publishes a recording without written consent may be subject to a civil cause of action instituted by a person injured by the publication and/or discipline under UF Regulation 4.040 Student Honor Code and Student Conduct Code.”

Attendance

Attendance will be taken each day. Students are responsible for ensuring that they are not recorded as absent if they come in late.  A student who fails to meet the attendance requirement will be dropped from the course. The law school's policy on attendance can be found here.
Observance of University recognized religious holidays do not count toward your three absences.  Please notify me in advance of such absences by email.
Missing 3 or more classes without prior notice will result in referral to Student Affairs.  Requirements for class attendance and make-up exams, assignments, and other work in this course are consistent with University policies that can be found at:   

https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/.
If you are dealing with a personal situation of high difficulty and prolonged duration, please seek assistance from Student Affairs as soon as possible. 

Make Up Policy

Course materials will be provided to you with an excused absence, and you will be given a reasonable amount of time to make up work - https://catalog.ufl.edu/UGRD/academic-regulations/attendance-policies/.
A makeup midterm and makeup final exam will be provided for students who miss either exam due to extreme, documented circumstances. UF law school’s policy on delay in taking exams can be found at: https://www.law.ufl.edu/life-at-uf-law/office-of-student-affairs/current-students/forms-applications/exam-delays-accommodations-form.  Students should arrange with the instructor for makeup material, if circumstances allow it. 

University Policy on Course Evaluation
Students are expected to provide professional and respectful feedback on the quality of instruction in this course by completing course evaluations online via GatorEvals. Guidance on how to give feedback in a professional and respectful manner is available at  https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/students/.  Students will be notified when the evaluation period opens and can complete evaluations through the email they receive from GatorEvals in their Canvas course menu under GatorEvals or via https://ufl.bluera.com/ufl/. Summaries of course evaluation results are available to students at https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/public-results/.

Students Requiring Accommodations 

Students requesting accommodation for disabilities should register first with the Office of the Dean of Students  - https://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/.  The Office of the Dean of Students will provide documentation to the student who then must provide this documentation to the instructor when requesting accommodation.  You must submit this documentation prior to submitting assignments or taking quizzes or exams.  Because accommodations are not retroactive, students should contact the Office of the Dean of Students as soon as possible in the semester for which they are seeking accommodation.    

Academic Honesty and Code of Conduct: 
Academic honesty and integrity are fundamental values of the University community. Students should be sure that they understand and adhere to the UF Honor Code and the UF Conduct Code.

Campus Resources: 

U Matter, We Care:

If you or a friend is in distress, please contact umatter@ufl.edu or 352.294.CARE(2273) so that a team member can reach out to you. 
Counseling and Wellness Center: https://counseling.ufl.edu/ or 352-392-1575.
Law Library Support: https://guides.law.ufl.edu/students/services.  You can reach out to the law library for assistance with locating and using available resources. 
Disclaimer

This syllabus represents my current plans and objectives.  As we go through the semester, those plans may need to change to enhance the class learning opportunity.  Such changes, communicated clearly, are not unusual and should be expected.
Class Schedule 
	 Date 
	Before Class Preparation
	In-Class
	Homework Assignment

	August 26
(Week 1)
Introduction to 

Advanced Legal 

Research 
	· Read Syllabus 


	· Introductions  
· Advanced Legal Research Overview
· Library Resources 
· Database Searching 
· Research Plan

	Answer and Submit Assignment #1 -  Legal Research Review Homework Quiz  
DUE by 11:59 p.m. Monday, August 30.

	September 2 

(Week 2) 
Case Law Research
	· Go to Case Law Module, read materials and  watch video.
· Read Armstrong pp. 95-106 – stop at Sec. 5.12
	· Case Law Lecture and In-Class Exercise
	No Homework Assignment

	September 9 
(Week 3) 

Florida Statutes and Legislative History 
	· Go to Florida Statutes & Legislative History Module, read materials and watch video.
· Read Florida Legal Research, Chapter 2, pp.15-24; pp. 30-38 (pdf available in Canvas Module)
· Read Armstrong pp. 15 - 28 (2.1 – 2.11); pp. 30 - 32 (2.14 - 2.15); pp. 33 - 34 (2.17 only).
	· Florida Statutes & Legislative History Lecture and In-Class Exercise
	· Submit Assignment #2 - Case Law, Florida Statutes & Legislative History Homework  
DUE by 11:59 p.m. Monday, September 13.

	September 16
(Week 4)
Federal Statutes and Legislative History 
	· Go to Federal Statutes & Legislative History Module, read materials and watch video.
· Read Armstrong  pp. 67 - 75 (3.1 – 3.13).
	· Federal Statutes & Legislative History Lecture and In-Class Exercise 
	No Homework Assignment


	September 23
(Week 5)
Florida Administrative Law 
	· Read Florida Legal Research, pp. 81 - 92 (Sec. 4.1 – 4.8)
Pdf available in Module)

· Go to Florida Administrative Law Module, read materials and watch video.
	· Florida Administrative Law Lecture and In-Class Exercise
	· Assignment #3 - Federal Statutes & Legislative History and Florida Administrative Law Homework
DUE by 11:59 p.m. Monday, September 27.

	September 30
(Week 6)
Federal Administrative 

Law 
	· Go to Federal  Administrative Law Module, read materials and watch video.

· Read Armstrong pp. 142-163 (8.1 – 8.19)

(pdf available in Canvas)
	· Federal Administrative Law Lecture and In-Class Exercise 
	No Homework Assignment

	October 7 
(Week 7) 
Information Literacy 
	· Go to Information  Literacy Module and read materials.
	· Information Literacy Lecture and In-Class Exercise 


	· Submit Assignment #3 - Federal Administrative Law Homework Assignment 
DUE by 11:59 p.m. Monday, October 11.

	October 14
(Week 8) 
Municipal Law 
	· Go to Dockets & Other Court Resources Module and read materials.

	· Dockets & Other Court Resources Lecture and In-Class Exercise 
	· Midterm (will be available at a time TBD the weekend of October 15 – 17).

No Homework Assignment

	October 21
(Week 9)
Municipal Law 
	· Go to Municipal Law Module and read materials.
· Read Armstrong pp. 224-225 (14.1-14.2), pp. 225-229 (14.3 – 14.7)
	· Municipal Law Lecture and In-Class Exercise
	· Submit Assignment #4 - Municipal Law Homework 
DUE by 11:59 p.m. Monday, October 18.

	October 28 
(Week 11)
Global Law Research 
	· Go to Global Law Research Module and read materials.

· Read Armstrong pp. 213-220 (Sec. 13.1 – 13.9)
	· Global Law Research    Lecture and In-Class Exercise 

	No Homework Assignment

	November 4
(Week 12)

Secondary Sources 
	· Go to Secondary Sources Module, read materials and watch video. 

· Read Armstrong pp. 129-141; 171-176
	· Secondary Sources Lecture and In-Class Exercise 
· Final Exam Review 
	· Submit Assignment #5 - Secondary Sources Homework 
DUE by 11:59 p.m. Monday, November 8.

	November 11 

(Veterans Day)
	· We will not meet for class due to Veterans Day Holiday. This is the time to prepare for the Final Exam  
	NO CLASS
	      FINAL EXAM

Final Exam will be available online the weekend of Nov. 12 – 14. 
Once you access the exam online, you will have 8 hours to complete it and submit online

	November 18 

	· Review Materials in Current Awareness
 
	· Discuss Current Awareness Tools 
	.

	Tuesday,

November 23 
	· FINAL CLASS - No assigned readings 
	· Evaluation 

· Discuss Final Exam 
	


2

