CHILD, PARENT & STATE (3 Credits) 
LAW 6714; SECTION 67SK
Spring 2020
Professor Shani M. King 
Course Description 
Required Books 
Children & the Law: Doctrine, Policy and Practice (6th ed. 2016) by Douglas E. Abrams, Sarah H. Ramsey and Susan V. Mangold. 
Additional materials will be posted on the TWEN site (see below). 
Contact Information 
Office: 380 Holland Hall 
Office hours: Thursday 4:00-6:00, or by appointment.
Phone: 273-0951 
Email: kings@law.ufl.edu 
Secretary: Betty Donaldson, 323 Holland, 273-0664, donaldso@law.ufl.edu 
I am happy to meet with you in my office to talk about the course, your professional development, or any other issues. If you absolutely cannot make my office hours you can email me to make an appointment. 
What You Should Expect to Get Out of This Course 
My goal in teaching this course is to help you think critically about the law governing children. By now you already know how to read a case. In this course, we will explore broad themes that run throughout the law, distill cases, interpret statutes, and identify assumptions that underlie this body of law. I hope to make this class interesting for everyone, including those students who do not intend to practice law in this area. 
It is important to remember that we come to this class from various backgrounds, with many different beliefs about how the world should work, and what the law should be. My goal is not to change any fundamental beliefs that you hold. Instead, when you leave this course, my hope is that you not only have a good working knowledge of the subjects that we have covered, and can apply law from cases and statutes to real life situations, but that you understand that there are assumptions that underlie the law in this area, what these assumptions are, and can think critically about cases, statutes and the body of law that governs children. 
Upon completion of this course, you should understand basic concepts of the law related to children, be aware of lawyer’s roles and ethical problems in representing children and appreciate the difficulty of developing and applying rules related to child, government and parent interaction and conflict. 
Summary of Course Requirements 
In addition to carefully preparing for class and participating in class discussion, each student must complete a final examination. 
TWEN 
I have set up a TWEN site for this course. I have posted a course description and will post other documents relating to the course. You should register on the TWEN site as soon as possible to ensure that you receive all announcements and assignments. I use the TWEN email system to communicate about schedule, assignment, and other issues. To sign on, go to the law school page of Westlaw and click on the TWEN icon. Register as a participant in Professor King’s Child, Parent & State course. 
Email Address 
To facilitate communication in this course you should have a functioning “@ufl.edu” e-mail address. Due to continuing problems with email forwarding, you may want to think carefully about “forwarding” your @ufl.edu e-mail to certain other ISPs (aol, hotmail, msn) as you do not want to miss any important communications relating to class. 
Attendance 
Pursuant to law school policy and ABA requirements, students are required to attend class. It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet during class. You may not sign in for anyone except yourself. If you are less than ten minutes late, you may sign the roster at the end of class (see note below regarding excessive tardiness). If you are more than 10 minutes late, you will be considered absent. Failure to sign the attendance sheet will be treated as an unexcused absence. I will allow four (4) unexcused absences per semester on a no-questions-asked basis. If it should be necessary for you to miss more than four (4) classes, you must email me to explain the reason for each additional absence. If you know in advance that you will have to miss a class, please make appropriate arrangements with me in advance. You will have no more than seven days after the time of the unanticipated occurrence to bring the reasons for your absence to my attention, provided however, that I will not accept any excuses offered after our last session of the semester. Any unexcused absence that exceeds the allowance will lower your grade by one level. For example, one additional unexcused absence will lower a B to a B- or a C+ to a C. 
I will deal with excessive absences and/or tardiness on a case-by-case basis; excessive absences (whether or not excused) or tardiness may result in your administrative removal from the course. 
Preparation for/Participation in Class 
Your regular attendance and participation in class discussions are critical to the success of this course. For this reason, I assign 20% of the final grade to class participation. Students should expect to be randomly called on during class to answer questions about the assigned materials. I will also call on students who volunteer questions or comments. As long as you are present and prepared, you will receive full points for class participation; it is the quality, not the quantity, of your contributions to class that I value. If you are not present when I call on you (unless your absence is excused or is one of your four allowed unexcused absences) or if you are not prepared, you will lose points from your class participation score. At a minimum, you must participate (either by virtue of volunteering or being called upon) at least 2 times during the semester. Students should expect to spend, on average, approximately two hours preparing for every hour of class. 
Internet Policy and Related Issues 
The internet, and more generally your laptop, is a great learning tool and an invaluable asset to effective advocacy. It should be used during class time as you will use it in practice: responsibly and ethically, consistent with the high professional standards that will be expected of you by your clients and other lawyers. Keep in mind that all the students around you are affected by how you use your computer. When you are talking, you should lower your laptop to facilitate communication. 
During class, your laptop is to be used ONLY to take notes, unless I direct you to the TWEN site. If we work on the TWEN site, you are not to do any other internet or other computer work during class time. Cell phones, PDAs and any other electronic equipment should be turned off and not used during class. If you need to leave your phone on vibrate to receive an emergency call, please feel free to do so. 
If you are found in violation of this policy, you may not be permitted to use your laptop in this class, your grade may be lowered, or you may be dropped from the class. 
Professionalism in Class 
You are all bound by the University Student Code of Conduct, the College of Law Honor Code and the rules for this course. Proper conduct in the classroom is intended to encourage everyone to participate in, to derive benefit from, and ultimately, to enjoy the class. Any unprofessional conduct and/or conduct that is in any way disrespectful to other students, disruptive, distracting or has a negative effect on the classroom atmosphere is prohibited. 
Any unprofessional conduct will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Such conduct may result in administrative removal from the course or a grade reduction. I will be especially strict with students who distract or harass other students in any way.
Supplemental Material 
You may find supplemental material that might assist the learning of others. For example, you might find a clipping from a newspaper that offers an interesting example of a case or a situation that raises one of the issues discussed in the material assigned for that day. If you wish to share the material with the class, please send it to me via email at least 24 hours in advance of the relevant class period; I may distribute it depending upon the submission and whether we have time in a particular class. If you submit material that I use in class, I will consider the submission when I am calculating your class participation grade. 
TWEN Discussion Board 
As a registrant of this course, you have the option of posting messages to your fellow students regarding the subjects that we discuss in the course. You can do so by clicking on the DISCUSSION tab on TWEN. While you will not get credit for posting on TWEN, I encourage you to use this feature to communicate with your fellow students, learn from them, and deepen your understanding of the class material. 
Detailed Course Policies 
Course Points 
1. Child Representation Memo 
10   Points 

2. Class Participation: 
 
20   Points 
3. Final Examination: 
 
70   Points 
4. Total Possible Points: 

100 Points
A. TWEN 
1. Registration: As soon as possible, you should register as a course participant on TWEN via the Westlaw website (http://lawschool.westlaw.com/twen). The course is listed under Professor King’s name on The West Education Network. 
2.
Access to Westlaw: For problems or questions, contact your designated student representative. 
B. Final Examination (70 Points) 
The final examination will be a take-home examination that will draw on each of the three major themes that we cover in this course: (1) Rights and Responsibilities: the interrelationship of rights and responsibilities among the child, parents and government; (2) the perception of children’s competence as a basis for governmental regulation; and (3) the role of the child’s lawyer. I will provide more information regarding the examination later in the course. 
C. Final Grades 
You will be graded based on your performance on the final examination, on your class participation, and on a brief writing assignment which involves a hypothetical situation in which you are asked to write a memorandum for a partner at a law firm. (This writing assignment will be assigned after we complete the materials on representing children.) At the end of the semester, the points for all students will be calculated and the letter grades for the course will be assigned subject to the requirements of the mandatory curve. The Levin College of Law’s mean and mandatory distributions are posted on the College’s website and this class adheres to that posted grading policy. The following chart describes the specific letter grade/grade point equivalent in place:

	Letter Grade
	Point Equivalent

	A (Excellent)
	4.0

	A-
	3.67

	B+
	3.33

	B
	3.0

	B-
	2.67

	C+
	2.33

	C (Satisfactory)
	2.0

	C-
	1.67

	D+
	1.33

	D (Poor)
	1.0

	D-
	0.67

	E (Failure)
	0.0 

	
	


D.
Accommodations 
Students requesting accommodation for disabilities must first register with the Dean of Students Office (http
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/" /). The Dean of Students Office will provide documentation to the student who must then provide this documentation to Dean Rachel Inman when requesting accommodation. You must submit this documentation prior to submitting assignments or taking the quizzes or exams. Accommodations are not retroactive; therefore, students should contact the office as soon as possible in the term for which they are seeking accommodations.

Tentative Course Outline
WEEK 1-3: The Status, Rights and Obligations of Children: Preface, Table of Contents, and 1-120 
WEEK 3 & 4: The Child-Parent Relationship: 121-196 
WEEK: 4 & 5: Representing Children: 197-277 (includes in-class negotiation exercise)
WEEK 5, 6 & 7: Child Abuse and Neglect: 279-439 
WEEK 8, 9 & 10: Foster Care: 441-621 
WEEK 11: Adoption: 623-688 
WEEK 12-13: Delinquency: 931-1104 
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