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Pedro Allende 
Pedro Allende is the former Deputy Assistant Secretary for Infrastructure, Risk, and Resilience 
Policy at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. He also previously spent time at the 
Department of Energy and the Department of Labor. Allende received a B.S. in Economics and 
Political Science, M.S. in Decision & Information Science, and a J.D. from the University of Florida. 
 
David Ardia 
David Ardia joined the University of North Carolina Law faculty in 2011 and serves as the Reef C. 
Ivey II Excellence Fund Term Professor of Law and faculty co-director of the UNC Center for 
Media Law and Policy. He also holds a secondary appointment at the UNC School of Media and 
Journalism. His teaching and research interests include constitutional law, media law, internet law, 
and torts. Ardia is the author of Media and the Law, as well as numerous articles and essays on First 
Amendment, privacy, government transparency, and Internet law topics. His work has appeared in 
the Illinois Law Review, William & Mary Law Review, BYU Law Review, and Berkeley Technology 
Law Journal, among others. Before joining North Carolina Law, Ardia was a fellow at the Berkman 
Klein Center for Internet & Society at Harvard University where he founded and directed the 
center’s Digital Media Law Project. He received a J.D. from Syracuse University and an L.L.M. from 
Harvard University. Ardia also holds an M.S. in Environmental Science from SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry and a B.S. in Interdisciplinary Engineering and Management 
from Clarkson University. 
 
Zita Arocha 
Zita Arocha is a bilingual journalist and associate professor of practice in the University of Texas El 
Paso (UTEP) Department of Communication since 2004. She is director and founder 
of borderzine.com, a multimedia web magazine at UTEP that prepares Hispanic college journalists 
for jobs in 21st century newsrooms. For over 20 years she worked as a reporter, for various news 
outlets like The Washington Post, The Miami Herald, The Miami News and The Tampa Times. She was 
executive director of the National Association of Hispanic Journalists from 1993-1997 and was 
training coordinator for the Freedom Forum’s Chips Quinn Scholars Program from 2000-02. She is 
a freelance contributor to various national publications including The New York Times, USA Today 
and Los Angeles times, and her memoir, Guajira, a Cuban-American Childhood, won a Mayborn 
Literary Excellence Award in 2013. Excerpts from the manuscript have been published in the 
literary journals Rigorous and Rio Grande Review. Arocha also leads student trips to Cuba, the land of 
her birth. She earned a master’s degree in English and comparative literature from the University of 
South Florida, and an MFA in bilingual creative writing at UTEP. 
 
 
 



D. Victoria Baranetsky 
D. Victoria Baranetsky is general counsel at The Center for Investigative Reporting, where she 
counsels reporters on newsgathering, libel, privacy, subpoenas, security, and other newsroom 
matters.  Prior to CIR, Baranetsky worked at The New York Times, Reporters Committee for 
Freedom of the Press, and the Wikimedia Foundation. After graduating from Harvard Law School, 
Baranetsky received a master’s degree in philosophy from Oxford University and clerked on the U.S. 
Second Circuit Court of Appeals. She holds a bachelor’s degree from Columbia University, a 
graduate degree from Columbia Journalism School, and is a fellow at the Tow Center for Digital 
Journalism at Columbia University. She is barred in California, New York, and New Jersey. She also 
teaches media law at Berkeley Law School as an adjunct professor.   
 
Hannah Bloch-Wehba 
Hannah Bloch-Wehba is an Associate Professor of Law at Texas A&M University School of 
Law. She teaches and writes on law and technology. Her scholarship explores the intersection of 
tech and civil liberties, primarily focusing on free expression, privacy and government accountability. 
Her interests include transparency and accountability for law enforcement, public access to 
information, and the use of new technologies in government decision-making. From 2016–2018, she 
was a supervising attorney in Yale Law School’s Media Freedom & Information Access Clinic, a law 
student clinic dedicated to increasing government transparency, defending the essential work of 
news gatherers, and protecting freedom of expression by providing pro bono legal services, pursuing 
impact litigation and developing policy initiatives. Previously, Bloch-Wehba was the inaugural 
Stanton Foundation National Security–Free Press Fellow at the Reporters Committee for Freedom 
of the Press and worked as a litigation associate at Baker Botts LLP. Bloch-Wehba is a graduate of 
NYU School of Law, where she was an Institute for International Law & Justice/Law and Security 
Scholar, and of the University of Texas at Austin. 
 
Albert Fox Cahn 
Albert Fox Cahn is the Surveillance Technology Oversight Project’s ( S.T.O.P.) founder and 
executive director, a fellow at the Engelberg Center on Innovation Law & Policy at N.Y.U. School 
of Law, a member of the NYU Alliance for Public Interest Technology, and a columnist for 
Gotham Gazette. As a lawyer, technologist, writer, and interfaith activist, Cahn began S.T.O.P. in 
the belief that emerging surveillance technologies pose an unprecedented threat to civil rights and 
the promise of a free society. In addition to his work at S.T.O.P., Cahn serves on the New York 
Immigration Coalition’s Immigrant Leaders Council, the New York Immigrant Freedom Fund’s 
Advisory Council, and is an editorial board member for the Anthem Ethics of Personal Data 
Collection. Cahn received his J.D., cum laude, from Harvard Law School (where he was an editor of 
the Harvard Law & Policy Review), and his B.A. in Politics and Philosophy from Brandeis 
University. 
 
 
 



Mark D. Cole 
Mark D. Cole is Professor for Media and Telecommunication Law at the University of Luxembourg, 
where he is also the Course Director for the Master in General European Law LL.M. program. In 
addition, he is a Faculty Member of the Interdisciplinary Centre for Security, Reliability and Trust 
(SnT) of the University of Luxembourg. Cole specializes in Media Law, covering both traditional 
mass media as well as the law of the new information technologies. He is one of the authors of the 
leading commentary on the Interstate Broadcasting Treaty as well as the Treaty on the Protection of 
Minors in the Media in Germany. Cole gained practical experience in media law at the DG 
Competition of the European Commission, a law office specializing in Intellectual Property Law and 
the legal department of a television broadcasting company. He holds a doctorate from the Johannes 
Gutenberg Universität Mainz and holds both German State Examinations in Law. 
 
Cynthia Conti-Cook 
Cynthia Conti-Cook is a tech fellow, working with the Ford Foundation’s Gender, Racial, and 
Ethnic Justice team to help build grantees’ capacity to respond to the expanding use of surveillance 
technologies against immigrant communities, as well as the potential use of technology 
to criminalize people who seek or aid abortions. As a civil rights litigator and public defender, most 
recently at the Legal Aid Society of New York, Conti-Cook led class and individual civil rights 
federal and state actions, bringing impact litigation on a range of policy matters. She also pioneered a 
first-of-its-kind public database (CAPstat) that tracks misconduct by New York City police officers, 
providing a critical means of transparency to an issue that has historically been shrouded in secrecy. 
Her work on CAPstat has been featured in the New York Times, the New York Daily News, and El 
Diario, and is being replicated by other public defender offices across the country. Conti-Cook’s 
work at Ford also includes supporting the mass incarceration team’s efforts to help the field leverage 
technology to advance police accountability, and to help the team better understand and respond to 
algorithmic bias in bail, sentencing, and parole considerations. She served as a 2018-19 Data & 
Society fellow, working on a variety of topics related to surveillance and the intersection of 
technology and social justice. She received her J.D. from CUNY Law and a B.A. from Bard College. 
 
Amy Gajda 
Amy Gajda is the Class of 1937 Professor of Law at Tulane Law School.  Much of her scholarly 
work draws on insights from her many years as an award-winning journalist and focuses on the 
shifting boundaries of press freedoms, particularly in light of the digital disruption of traditional 
media and rising public anxieties about the erosion of privacy.  Harvard University Press has 
published two of her books, and her third book, The Secret History of the Right to Privacy, is under 
contract with Viking and is slated to be published in Spring of 2022.  She is currently serving as an 
advisor on the American Law Institute’s new Restatement on Defamation and Privacy.  She has 
chaired the Association of American Law Schools’ Section on Defamation and Privacy and its 
Section on Mass Communication and has also led the Law and Policy Division of the Association 
for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication.  At Tulane, she has won the top teaching 
awards at both Tulane University and Tulane Law School. 



 
Bill Girdner 
Bill Girdner is the Editor at Courthouse News Service. Courthouse News Service is a nationwide 
news service for lawyers and the news media focusing on civil litigation, from the date of filing 
through the appellate level.  
 
William Hamilton 
William Hamilton is an electronic discovery and data privacy expert and veteran litigator. Prior to 
joining the faculty served as the electronic discovery partner for his national law firm. Hamilton has 
taught electronic discovery at the University of Florida for the past decade and is the co-author of 
the LexisNexis Practice Guide Florida e-Discovery and Evidence and co-author of A Student 
Electronic Discovery Primer: An Essential Companion for Civil Procedure Courses. Hamilton is 
also the General Editor of the LexisNexis Practice Guide: Florida Contract Litigation. Hamilton is 
also a neutral arbitrator and mediator for the World Intellectual Property Organization and the 
author of numerous domain name dispute decisions. Hamilton has been recognized in Chambers 
USA, Florida Legal Elite, Best Lawyers in America, and Florida Super Lawyers. 
 
Maryam Jamshidi 
Maryam Jamshidi is Assistant Professor of Law at the University of Florida Levin College of Law. 
Jamshidi teaches and writes in the areas of national security, public international law, the law of 
foreign relations, and tort law. Her scholarship examines the various ways in which private law, 
particularly torts, shapes and is transformed by public laws touching on national security and 
international law matters. In exploring these dynamics, Jamshidi’s work draws on political and 
critical theory, as well as sociology. Her work has appeared or is forthcoming in the Washington 
University Law Review, the Southern California Law Review, the University of Chicago Law 
Review, and the University of Colorado Law Review. She also regularly publishes in popular media 
outlets. Prior to joining the Levin College of Law, Jamshidi served as an Assistant Professor of 
Lawyering at the NYU Law School. She also worked as an associate in several leading Washington 
D.C. law firms, including White & Case, where she worked primarily on issues relating to national 
security and foreign relations law. Jamshidi clerked for the Honorable Judge Gladys Kessler of the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. She received a J.D. from the University of 
Pennsylvania Carey Law School, an M.Sc in Political Theory from the London School of 
Economics, and an A.B. in Political Science from Brown University. 
 
Ronald Krotoszynski 
Ronald Krotoszynski is the John S. Stone Chair, Director of Faculty Research, and Professor of Law 
at the University of Alabama School of Law. Krotoszynski is also the author of several books 
including: Privacy Revisited: A Global Perspective On The Right To Be Left Alone (Oxford University Press 
2016) and Reclaiming The Petition Clause: Seditious Libel, “Offensive” Protest, And The Right To Petition The 
Government For A Redress Of Grievances (Yale University Press 2012). Prior to joining the faculty at the 
University of Alabama School of Law, Krotoszynski served on the law faculty at Washington and 



Lee University. He clerked for the Honorable Frank M. Johnson, Jr., of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit and was an associate with Covington & Burling, in Washington, 
D.C. Krotoszynski earned his B.A. and M.A. from Emory University and J.D. and LL.M. from 
Duke University, where he was articles editor for the Duke Law Journal and selected for Order of 
the Coif. 
 
James B. Lake 
Jim Lake is a partner at Thomas & LoCicero where his practice focuses on media law, intellectual 
property, and business litigation. Lake represents clients in state and federal courts and the U.S. 
Patent & Trademark Office, and he frequently renders advice on newsgathering, trademark, and 
copyright matters. He earned both his B.A. and J.D. from Washington and Lee University. 
 
Frank LoMonte 
Frank LoMonte is the Director of the Brechner Center for Freedom of Information at the 
University of Florida College of Journalism and Communications. Previously, he was the Executive 
Director of the Student Press Law Center (SPLC) in Washington, D.C. Before joining the SPLC, 
LoMonte practiced law with Sutherland Asbill and Brennan LLP in Atlanta and clerked for federal 
judges on the Northern District of Georgia and the Eleventh Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals. Prior to 
embarking on his legal career, he was an award-winning investigative journalist and political 
columnist. He was the capitol correspondent for the Florida Times Union (Jacksonville), 
Washington correspondent for Morris News Service and the Atlanta bureau chief for Morris. He 
was the Otis Brumby Distinguished Visiting Professor of Law at the Georgia Law School in spring-
summer 2014 and has been a lecturer since 2015 in the University of Georgia Washington Program, 
teaching a course for undergraduates on “Law of Social Media.” He earned his J.D. from the 
University of Georgia School of Law and earned his B.A. from Georgia State University. 
 
Jasmine McNealy 
Jasmine McNealy is Associate Professor at the University of Florida College of Journalism and 
Communications, a Fellow at the Stanford University Digital Civil Society Lab, and a faculty 
associate at the Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society. Both an attorney and social scientist, 
she studies media, information, and emerging technology, with a view toward influencing law and 
policy. Her current research focuses on privacy, surveillance and data governance with an emphasis 
on marginalized communities. She earned a PhD in mass communication and a J.D. at the 
University of Florida, and a BS in both journalism and Afro-American studies at the University of 
Wisconsin.  
 
Jon Mills 
Jon Mills is Dean Emeritus, Professor of Law, and Director of Center for Governmental 
Responsibility at UF’s Levin College of Law. He is Counsel to Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP. Mills 
is former Dean of UF Levin College of Law from 1999-2003 and former Speaker of the Florida 
House of Representatives and served as member of the 1997-1998 Florida Constitution Revision 



Commission where he was Chair of Style and Drafting Committee and selected Most Valuable 
Member. He was the reporter for the ABA’s Task Force on Preservation of the Justice System in 
2011 and is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation. Mills teaches Privacy, State Constitutional 
Law, Law and Policy in the Americas and Legislative Drafting. Mills holds a B.A. from Stetson 
University and received his J.D. from the University of Florida. 
 
Amy Kristin Sanders  
Amy Kristin Sanders is an award-winning former journalist, licensed attorney and associate 
professor at the University of Texas at Austin School of Journalism and Media. Previously, she 
taught for more than four years at Northwestern University’s campus in Doha, Qatar. Sanders has 
authored more than 20 articles in law reviews and communication journals on topics related to 
media law, and her work has been funded by multiple grants, most recently from the National 
Science Foundation. She also co-authored First Amendment and the Fourth Estate: The Law of Mass 
Media. She earned a PhD in mass communication law from the University of Florida. Sanders also 
holds an MA in professional journalism and a J.D. from the University of Iowa.   
 
Tarak Shah 
Tarak Shah is a data scientist who joined the Human Rights Data Analysis Group in 2018, where he 
cleans, processes and builds models from data in order to understand evidence of human rights 
abuses. Previously, he was the Assistant Director of Prospect Analysis at the University of 
California, Berkeley, in the University Development and Alumni Relations, where he developed 
tools and analytics to support major gift fundraising. Shah earned his B.A. in mathematics and 
philosophy from the University of California, Berkeley.  
 
Sara Sidner 
Sara Sidner is CNN's multiple award winning national and international correspondent, based in the 
network's Los Angeles bureau. Recently, Sidner’s coverage has focused on COVID-19. She also led 
the network's coverage in Ferguson, Missouri where protests continued for months after an 
unarmed black teenager was shot and killed by a white police officer. As an international 
correspondent, Sidner reported on a wide range of subjects, from terrorism to business to social and 
cultural issues. She has reported from a multitude of countries, including Libya, Egypt, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia, and Taiwan. Prior to joining CNN, 
Sidner was an anchor and reporter at local television news stations in San Francisco, Dallas, Florida, 
and Missouri. She received multiple awards during this time, including a regional Emmy Award, an 
Edward R. Murrow Award, and several Telly Awards. Sidner received her journalism degree from 
the University of Florida and was named an Alumni of Distinction in 2011. 
 
Zahra Stardust 
Zahra Stardust is an activist, researcher and socio-legal scholar working at the intersections of 
sexuality, criminal law, human rights and social justice and a Fellow at the Berkman Klein Center for 
Internet & Society at Harvard University. Her doctoral research examining the regulation of queer 



and feminist pornographies through criminal laws, classification codes, platform governance and the 
capitalist co-optation of sexual subcultures won a Dean’s award for Outstanding PhD Thesis. 
Stardust is currently working on projects concerning sex work stigma, consent law reform and anti-
protest legislation. She has studied at the Summer Institute on Sexuality, Culture and Society at the 
University of Amsterdam and the Summer Doctoral Program at the University of Oxford Internet 
Institute. 
 
Al-Amyn Sumar 
Al-Amyn Sumar is counsel at The New York Times Company, where he handles newsroom matters. 
Al-Amyn was previously the First Amendment Fellow at The Times and an associate at Ballard 
Spahr LLP (and before then, Levine Sullivan Koch & Schulz, LLP). He clerked for judges at the 
Southern District of New York, Supreme Court of Canada, and Court of Appeal for Ontario. He is 
a graduate of Harvard Law School, the University of Cambridge, and the University of Alberta. 
 
Jason Tashea 
Jason Tashea is an award-winning journalist, entrepreneur, and writer making sense of justice 
systems and technology. A lawyer by training, he is the product manager at Quest for Justice, a case 
management platform for self-represented litigants, the editor of the Justice Tech Download 
newsletter, and the distinguished visiting technologist at the George Washington University School 
of Law. Previously, he was an adjunct professor of law at Georgetown University Law Center at 
staff writer at the ABA Journal. He is a member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers’ Law Committee and the Legal Services Corporation's Emerging Leaders Council. He 
earned his B.A. from Linfield College and his J.D. from the University of Oregon. 
 
Russell L. Weaver 
Russel L. Weaver is the Professor of Law and Distinguished University Scholar at the University of 
Louisville Brandeis School of Law. He teaches the First Amendment, Constitutional Law, Advanced 
Constitutional Law, Remedies, Administrative Law, Criminal Law, and Criminal Procedure. He has 
received the Brandeis School of Law's awards for teaching, scholarship, and service, and has been 
awarded the President's Award (University of Louisville) for Outstanding Research, Scholarship and 
Creative Activity in the Field of Social Science, the President's Award for Outstanding Research, 
Scholarship and Creative Activity in the Career Achievement Category, and the President's Award 
for Distinguished Service. In addition to authoring "From Gutenberg to the Internet: Free Speech, 
Advancing Technology and the Implications for Democracy," and "The Right to Speak Ill," he 
served as a consultant to the constitutional drafting commissions of Belarus and Kyrghyzstan and as 
a commentator on the Russian Constitution. He graduated cum laude from the University of 
Missouri School of Law and earned his B.A. from the University of Missouri. 
 
 
 
 


