
Introduction to the Legal System of the United States for LL.M. in U.S. Law 
Course # 7932, Section 14587 – 2 credits 

Prof. Henry T. Wihnyk 
Fall 2021 

 
Required Text 
William Burnham, Introduction to the Law and Legal System of the United States (6th Ed. 
2016). 
 
eLearning on Canvas.  
This Syllabus, “handouts,” extra reading assignments, and other course materials will be posted 
on our Canvas course page. I do not place materials on reserve in the library and I will not print 
out the material posted on the Canvas page. It is your responsibility to review the Canvas course 
page regularly for updated class information; this is considered as part of your class participation 
for my course. If you have any problems accessing the course Canvas page, please contact the 
UF Helpdesk: 
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
(352) 392-HELP (4357) 
helpdesk@ufl.edu (mailto:helpdesk@ufl.edu) 
 
Assignment for First Class 
 
Topic 
- Overview of Introduction to the Law and Legal System of the United States Part I;  
-History and Governmental Structure  
 
READ:  
$Burnham Chapter I: History and Governmental Structure, pages 1-39 
$Readings Posted on Canvas: 
-Syllabus and class rules and expectations  
-Localism and the Articles of Confederation 
-Articles of Confederation 
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